
Opening remarks by

H.E. Ambassador Valentin Rybakov (Belarus)

Vice-President of the Economic and Social Council

At the

Eighteenth session of the

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

General Assembly Hall

United Nations Headquarters, New York

22 April 2019

Page 1 of 4



Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,

Distinguished representativesof MemberStates, indigenous Peoples'Organizations and Non-

Governmental Organizations,

Distinguished representativesof the UN system and intergovernmental organizations.

Distinguished Elders,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

it is a pleasure for me to address the opening of the 18^ Session of the United Nations Permanent

Forum on IndigenousIssues.The Permanent Forum is a very unique body and there has been

relentless enthusiasm about its role in addressing indigenous issues.

As an advisorybodytasked with providing the Economic and Social Council with expert adviceon

indigenous peoples' issues, the Permanent Forum playsa key role in informingour deliberations and

decisions. This isof particular importance in helping usfollow up on the implementation ofthe

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which is our global road map.

Thisyear sees keyactivities in support of the SDGs. in September, the first SDG Summit of Heads of

State since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Agenda will take place, with a review of its

implementation. The United Nations High-level Political Forum inJulywill review 6 of the Goals

under the overall theme "Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality", including

those Goalsrelated to access to inclusive and equitable qualityeducation, economicgrowth and

employment; combatting climate change and its effects; and, promoting peaceful and inclusive

societies for all with access to justice. These topics are of central importance to indigenous peoples

and the attainment of their human rights.The Permanent Forumand its followup activities

demonstrably contributes to the attainment of these Goals.

The theme of this year's Forum "Traditional Knowledge: Generation, transmission and protection" is

timely, in light of the sustainable development goals to be discussed during the HLPF and the

September SDG review Summit, The vast and important role that indigenous knowledge plays in

ensuring sustainable development and meeting the Sustainable Development Goals is becoming
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more widely understood and recognized. However, along with recognition comes the need to

acknowledge the source, ownership and protection of traditional knowledge as enshrined In the

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. I look forward to following the discussions on this

core theme and receiving recommendations from the Forum as an advisory body to ECOSOCthat

will enrich and Inform our debates, as well as the HLPF.

Closely related to the theme of traditional knowledge Isthe Issue of conservation which you will

address during a thematic discussion during the second week of the Forum. Misconceptions

surrounding understandings of "conservation", often categorize the traditional activities of

Indigenous peoples as uninformed and damaging to the environment. In fact, the cultural and

traditional knowledge by Indigenous peoples of their lands. Includes a vast array of successful

conservation practices. The report before the Forum highlightsexamples of successful partnerships

between Government, Indigenous peoples and other actors that demonstrate the benefits to all

parties of recognizing the traditional land and environmental conservation knowledge of Indigenous

peoples - all of which address the aforementioned Sustainable Development Goal of combatting

climate change and Its effects. It Is also now becoming more apparent that the Inter-llnkages

between traditional knowledge, conservation, climate change and land rights and uses are closely

woven Into the promotion of peaceful and Inclusive societies and the peace and security agenda.

As In previous years, the United Nations HIgh-Level Political Forum will again greatly benefit from

the engagement and contributions of Indigenous peoples as well as from Members of the

Permanent Forum. I also call upon Member States to further their collaboration with Indigenous

peoples In not only the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, but In reporting

through their Voluntary National Reviews. Each year, we see some progress In this area, but more

needs to be done to ensure Indigenous peoples rights and priorities are given due attention.

With 2019 being celebrated as the International Year of Indigenous Languages, we hope to see

discussions and recommendations from the Forum that will highlight the Importance of education of

In native and Indigenous languages In contributing to the Sustainable Development Goal of

Improving access to inclusive and equitable quality education.

I would also like to commend the work of the Permanent Forum and its Members for the outreach

and engagement through its six mandated areas, which continues to grow with ever expanding and
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related issues. Iam also pleased to see Increased cooperation and collaboration of the Permanent

Forum with other ECOSOC bodies. It is through this sharing of expertise that we can further advance

our collective thinking and take concrete action.

Ialso note that members of the Global Indigenous Youth Caucus attended the ECOSOC Youth Forum,

and representatives spoke on several SDG related issues includingduring the climate change session

of the Forum.

Iwish you and all the delegates successfuldeliberations and outcomes during this 18*'' session of the

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

Thank you.
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